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(1) Different Responsibilities

The German system of promotion of foreign trade and investment is characterized by a division of responsibilities 
between the state and the private sector. Various institutions, such as German chambers of commerce abroad, 
foreign missions, and Germany Trade and Invest (GTAI), work closely together to deliver the best possible backing for 
German firms.

(2) Export initiatives and market entry programs

The Economic Affairs Ministry’s export promotion instruments help small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
develop new markets abroad. The program caters to forward looking industries such as energy, environmental 
technology, healthcare and civil security, but also to more traditional industries. The market entry programs is 
targeted at SMEs in all sectors; the export initiatives (for energy, environmental technology, healthcare, civil security 
technologies) focus on specific industries. Find out more.
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(3) Foreign trade-fair program

For the purpose of promoting foreign trade, the Federal Republic of Germany participates in selected trade fairs and 
exhibitions abroad. For instance, the Federation will cover part of the costs of joint exhibition stands operated by 
several SMEs together, to allow these to be involved in trade fairs abroad and gain access to new markets. In the first 
semester of each year, the ministry works with the Association of the German Trade Fair industry (AUMA) to decide 
for which particular trade fairs and exhibitions abroad financing will be made available in the following years.

(4) Export credit guarantees (Hermes insurance) and investment guarantees

The Federal Government’s export credit guarantees protect exporters and banks against the risks of unpaid claims in 
foreign transactions due to economic or political reasons. By providing export credit guarantees, which are available 
in a broad range of different product variants, the Federal Government takes on a large share of the risk of payment 
default. These credit guarantees are often what makes it possible for companies to carry out exports and to finance 
them. Companies receiving cover from credit guarantees pay a premium commensurate with the risk.



Sustainable Business in and with Asia        

Tools of Export Promotion and Support of Foreign Direct Investments in Germany

(5) Investment Guarantees

Upon application and in exchange for a fee, the Federal Government also provides investment guarantees for 
companies that have decided to invest abroad, but wish to protect themselves against political risks. The government 
will only issue guarantees if the company is based in Germany and the investment enjoys an adequate level of 
protection under the legislation of the relevant country.

(6) Bilateral chambers of industry and commerce

Germany’s bilateral chambers, delegations and representative offices have 140 branches in 92 countries to support 
the activities of German firms on foreign markets. These institutions work in the interest of the economies of both 
Germany and the host country and provide wide-ranging services to foster business in both directions. They are thus 
also acting in the public interest by taking responsibility for a major aspect of the promotion of German foreign trade 
and investment.
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(7) Germany Trade and Invest (GTAI)

Trade and commerce with other countries is a major factor in Germany’s economic growth and prosperity. As a net 
exporting country, Germany is deeply integrated into the international business community. At the same time, the 
Federal Republic of Germany profits as a business location when foreign companies set up subsidiaries in the country. 
That creates jobs.

(8) In- and outbound Investments

In times of increased international competition, successful economic promotion is more important than ever. 
Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI) is the country’s national agency for doing precisely that. GTAI supports both foreign 
companies and helps them expand their business. Moreover, GTAI publicizes Germany’s advantages as a business 
location and promotes the internationalization of the economy in German regions undergoing structural change. It 
also assists German companies looking to do business abroad. 


