
„Business Scouts for Development“
Programme

Network. Invest. Develop.



Page  3    |    24.08.2021    |    Business Scouts for Development

Overview

Background and objectives

➢ Investments by the German private sector 
contribute worldwide to sustainable economic 
growth and the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

➢ Aim of the programme: enabling value-driven 
cooperation between economy and 
development policy 

The programme

➢ Business Scouts are contact persons for 
companies and foundations interested in 
sustainable engagement in the context of 
development policy objectives in developing 
and emerging countries. 

➢ Bridge between the private sector and 
development cooperation: active in Germany 
and abroad, primarily at partner institutions of 
the private sector

Business Scouts for Development work as development policy experts on behalf of the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Development and Cooperation (BMZ).
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Overview

Business Scouts operate at:

German business associations, chambers of industry 
and commerce, chambers of skilled crafts, sector 
associations, regional associations and (in 
cooperation with Engagement Global) foundations.

Places of operation in Germany and EU

München

Reutlingen

Karlsruhe

Chemnitz

Gießen

Bremen

Hannover

Hamburg

Frankfurt

Halle-Dessau
Düsseldorf

Neuburg

Potsdam

Berlin

Bonn/Köln

Koblenz

Osnabrück

Brüssel

B E L G I E N

We currently have Business Scouts at: 

11 Chambers of Industry and Commerce 

6 leading associations of the German economy (DIHK, BDI, 
ZDH, GHA,...)

1 German Trade Union Confederation (DGB)

11 industry associations 

1 state association 

2 Chambers of Crafts

1 BDI/BDA Brussels

3 foundation umbrella organisations

2 Welfare associations

35
Missions in 
Germany and 
Belgium
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International missions

26 of which are integrated 

experts in the chamber of 
commerce network

9 employees in partner

countries

10 national employees

45
Business Scouts in 
partner countries 

Latin America: Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru

Europe: 
Azerbaijan, 
Serbia, Ukraine

Africa: Algeria, Cameroon, Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia. 

Asia: Bangladesh, India, 
Indonesia, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand

IE at AHK

Mission at DC Office



Locations
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Outline data about the programme

• Global approach: Engagement in nearly 
40 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
Latin America.

• Duration: 3 years (2021-2024).

• Contract volume: 55 million EUR

• Staff: More than 80 employees and 
integrated experts are working at 
partner institutions or directly in the 
structures of DC on site.

35
Missions in 
Germany and 
Belgium

Total

45
Business Scouts 
in partner 
countries 
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Tasks and competences

CONSULTATION AND INFORMATION 
Our goal: Promoting potential 
opportunities, initiating projects

NETWORK

Our goal: On-site networking, if 
necessary referral to implementing 
partners

KNOW-HOW

Our goal: Transfer of knowledge 
through exchange 

IMPLEMENTATION

Our goal: Joint development 
and implementation of projects



BGA – Structure & Role
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Federation of German Whole Sale, Foreign Trade and Services

• BGA represents the interest of an industry with more than 150,000 German companies in 
wholesale, foreign trade and B2B services 

• The BGA is an umbrella organization: Its members are 23 regional associations from 
Germany and 45 federal associations, for example 

• automotive parts

• chemical and pharmaceutical wholesale

• technical products. 

• The positioning of the Federation is based on the participation of its members in expert 
committees.

• The BGA organizes committees and working groups to draw up common positions of the 
sector which are then implemented in position papers, statements and political initiatives 

• The BGA is regularly invited to consultations in the context of legislative initiatives at a 
national level, having the opportunity to participate in the elaboration of laws at an early 
stage
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Federation of German Whole Sale, Foreign Trade and Services

The BGA provides its members with information 

• weekly newsletter reporting about all relevant draft laws and political initiatives

• circular letters and position papers 

• economic figures, statistics and analyses

For instance, during the Corona pandemic, members have been informed about

• political initiatives BGA was involved in

• legislative changes

• financial support



BGA – Structure & Role
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Federation of German Whole Sale, Foreign Trade and Services

• Specialist departments of the BGA deal with the economic process 

• Specialist departments cover a wide range of topics

• labor & social issues,

• foreign trade financing

• promotion of foreign trade

• development cooperation

• digitalization

• European policies,

• trade and customs policies

• transport & logistics

• environment
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