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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF GTI



GTI : PAST,  TODAY AND …

• (1991) Tumen River Area 
Development Programme
initiated by UNDP

• (1995) A formal agreement on 
establishment of economic 
cooperation mechanism (5 
countries)

TRADP

(1991-2005)

• Full ownership of members with 
administrative support from 
UNDP

• Geographic scope expanded

• Strategic Action Plan 2006-2015 ,  
2012-2015,  2017-2020

• GTI Common Fund (2008)

GTI

(since 2005) • Legal transition into member-
driven independent 
intergovernmental institution 
covering Greater Tumen Region 
& North East Asia (Consultative 
Agreement under discussion)

• Improve the institutional and 
operational capacity of GTI

Post-GTI
Withdrawal of 
DPRK (2009)



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE:
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION (NATIONAL AUTHORITIES & AGENCIES)



GTI’S RECENT TRACK RECORD

For the past five years, utilizing its resources and with the financial and in-kind support from its 
partner organizations such as UNESCAP, GIZ and member countries’ national agencies and 
authorities, GTI had implemented 28 different researches, studies, training and specific capacity 
building and development activities amounting 1.83 million US dollars in the following areas:

� Capacity building programs and workshops in trade facilitation, energy efficiency and policy and tourism

� Theme specific studies regional connectivity (transport, infrastructure, soft connectivity etc.), transport 
and tourism

� Strategies (studies) exploring potential for cooperation in agriculture, energy, environment, trade 
facilitation, research network



REGIONAL INTEGRATION
IN NORTHEAST ASIA



WHY ?
NORTHEAST ASIA: DYNAMIC AND IMPORTANT ECONOMIC REGION 

NEA region, including GTI member countries (China, Mongolia, 
ROK, and Russia), Japan and DPRK, is one of the most dynamic 
region and possesses enormous potential 

* NEA / World : Population 24% , GDP 26%, Trade 20% (2015, World Bank)
* Annual growth rate of trade volume: CHN 7.7%, ROK 3.6%, RUS 0.0%, MON 10.6%

However,  still room for improvement and 
challenges for further economic integration

• Close interdependence but still less integrated than other regions (Regional trade :  NEA 21%,  ASEAN 24%, 
EU 63%, NAFTA 42%)

• Diverse political and economic systems, different development stages
• No regional trade agreements 
• Lack of consensus for cooperation, geopolitical instability



INTRA TRADE IN NEA:
(SHARE [%] OF COUNTRIES TOTAL TRADE)

China’s Product Export(%)

China’s Product Import(%)

Korea’s Product Export(%)

Korea’s Product Import(%)

Major Partners (2016)

1) USA
2) HongKong China
3) Japan
4) Korea
5) Germany

Major Partners (2016)

1) Korea
2) Japan
3) USA
4) Germany
5) Australia

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) USA
3) HongKong China
4) Vietnam
5) Japan

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) Japan
3) USA
4) Germany
5) Saudi Arabia



INTRA TRADE IN NEA: 
(SHARE [%] OF COUNTRIES TOTAL TRADE)

Mongolia’s Product Export(%)

Mongolia’s Product Import
(%)

Russia’s Product Export(%)

Russia’s Product Import
(%)

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) UK
3) Russia
4) Germany
5) Italy

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) Russia
3) Japan
4) Korea
5) USA

Major Partners (2016)

1) Netherlands
2) China
3) Germany
4) Belarus
5) Turkey

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) Germany
3) USA
4) Belarus
5) France



INTRA TRADE IN NEA
(SHARE [%] OF COUNTRIES TOTAL TRADE)

Japan’s Product Export
(%)

Japan’s Product Import
(%)

Major Partners (2016)

1) USA
2) China
3) Korea
4) HongKong China
5) Thailand

Major Partners (2016)

1) China
2) USA
3) Australia
4) Korea
5) Germany

(Source : https://wits.worldbank.org)



REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND COOPERATION 

� Regional integration and cooperation can occur in various forms:

� top down (esp. government-led), bottom-up (e.g. civil society, business, etc)

� Current Integration and cooperation: 

� ‘bottom-up’ limited



BUSINESS COOPERATION
UNDER GTI FRAMEWORK



• GTI : Ulaanbaatar

Declaration

Member countries    

reached consensus and     

designated founding     

business organization

• Business Advisory 
Council (BAC)

• NEA Economic Forum 

EFFORTS TOWARD PROMOTING BUSINESS COOPERATION 

2007~2010

Withdrawal 
of DPRK 
(2009)

Discontinued

• GTI : efforts to revitalize

• Cooperation of business 
organizations limited to
bilateral cooperation 

2011 ~ 2017

Consensus on 
membership
not reached

2018~



NORTH EAST ASIA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (NEA BA)

� New structure under GTI framework:

‘North East Asia Business Association [NEA BA]’ (TBC) to be 

established (August 2019) 

� Founding members: 

(CHN) China Council for the Promotion of International Trade [CCPIT]

(MON) Mongolian National Chamber of Commerce & Industry [MNCCI 

(ROK) Korea Chamber of Commerce & Industry [KCCI] 

(RUS) Russian Union of Industrialist and Entrepreneurs [RSPP]



NEA BA UNDER GTI FRAMEWORK

NEA Business Association (Aug. 2019)



NORTH EAST ASIA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (NEA BA)

� Overall purpose: pursue a flexible long-term cooperative mechanism 

� To conduct dialogue/research/exchange for promotion of business activities in NEA
� To improve environment for business activities by solving bottlenecks with practical actions
� To enhance and regularise exchange and collaboration mechanisms/platforms and communication 

channels:  B2B as well as B2G, etc. 
� To collaborate with NEA EXIM Banks Association and other financial institutions to facilitate and 

coordinate development and implementation of investment projects

� Membership/Network : gradually expanded 

Founding members:

Local organizations, companies, etc. 



NORTH EAST ASIA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (NEA BA)

• In the beginning, NEA BA participates in GTI cooperation activities.
• NEA BA identifies and implement projects in NEA

Development /facilitation of investment projects:  in cooperation with GTI Exim Bank 
Association, Multilateral Development Banks, other investors, etc. 

Information/Knowledge/Expertise Exchange Platform  among member business 
organizations

Policy dialogue, research projects etc . : in cooperation with GTI member government, 
relevant committees, Research Institution Network, etc. 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


